APPENDIX

" noble and nude and antique " and were certainly nude
and robustly muscular.

The children who were specially shown to me may have
been washed and dressed up for the occasion, as Mr.
Westgarth declares they were; but the boys had nothing
on but the most exiguous bathing slips, and there was no
getting over the fact that they had plenty of tallow on their
ribs ; the girl's ribs were not visible ; but they could have
lived for a fortnight on the chubbiness of their calves.

I photographed them, and my photographs, which were
published in Nash's Magazine here, are not in the least
like the terrible photographs of English starved children
which are sent to me every year with appeals for help from
English charities which have sprung up to rescue little
unfortunates from the worst horrors of western Capitalism
and democracy.

How was it done ? Is there a Red magic that can produce
illusions that are beyond the utmost art of Elstree and
Hollywood ?

The most plausible explanation is that I was hypnotised,
and only imagined what I saw. And yet there are difficulties
in accepting this.

I can hardly believe that Stalin hypnotised me, for I saw
him only at the very last moment before I left; and as he
is rather a busy man he can hardly have had time to pursue
me in disguise through the streets making secret passes at
me all the time I was there.

It is true there may have been relays of hidden hypnot-
ists at work ; but if so, why did they not make a better show
for me, since the utmost prosperity and magnificence would
have cost no more than commonplace shabbiness.

They might at least have made all the women beautiful
and all the men's boots look new. They might have re-
painted all the shops. They need not have grotesquely
overcrowded the trams nor put so many people to sleep
in the same room. But perhaps that was only their art-
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